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Principal Mr Kevin Joyce

Year head Mr Paul Malone

Deputy Principal Mrs Sinead McDonnell

Home school Liaison Officer Ms Olivia Cosgrove

The Role of the Year Head for 1st Years (Mr. Paul Malone) in Bush Post Primary School
Each year group in Bush Post Primary School is co-ordinated by a Year Head who is also an Assistant
Principal. Mr. Paul Malone will be the yearhead for the 2020 1st year students and he will have overall
responsibility for the smooth running of the year group, the students’ safety and discipline, will monitor
academic progress, attendance, behaviour, punctuality and uniform. He will liaise with individual
students, teachers, Principal, Deputy Principal, Home School Liaison Officer, parents, outside agencies
and other Year Heads as required. Mr. Malone will be your first point of contact in relation to any issue
regarding your son/daughter in Bush Post Primary School.
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The National Framework of Qualifications - Educational Pathways
The National Framework of Qualifications (NFQ) is a system of ten levels used to describe the Irish
qualifications system. The NFQ is based on standards of knowledge, skill and competence and
incorporates awards made for all kinds of learning, wherever it is gained.
Junior Cycle awards a student a Level 3 Certificate and the Leaving Certificate awards a student a Level 5
Certificate.

The Junior Cycle 2020-2023
Core Curriculum

Option Subjects

English

Your son or daughter will also study 3 of the following
subjects listed below

Irish (unless exempt)

Art

Maths

Business

History

Geography

Science

Home Economics

French/ Spanish (MFL)

Material Technology Metalwork

Physical Education (Short Course)

Material Technology Woodwork

Digital Media Technology/ Coding (Short
Course)

Music

Civic Social and Political Education

Graphics

Religion
Social Personal and Health Education
Wellbeing
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The maximum no of subjects you will be assessed at Junior Cycle is 10 and these are and up from
Core subjects (bold) Short Courses (Shaded) and 3 Option Subjects from the list.

What is a short course?
The short course is a new curriculum component in Junior Cycle. A short course is designed for
approximately 100 hours of student engagement and provides opportunities for schools to broaden
the range of educational experiences they offer in Junior Cycle. Your son/daughter will study DML in 1st
and 2nd year completing their CBA before moving into 3rd year. Physical Education is the second short
course having CBAs in 2nd and 3rd Year.

Assessment
The most significant change in the new Junior Cycle is in the area of assessment. A dual approach to
assessment, involving Classroom Based Assessments (CBAs) across the 3 years and a final externally
assessed, state certified examination enables the appropriate balance between preparing students for
examinations and facilitates creative thinking, engaged learning and better outcomes for students.

What is a Classroom Based Assessment (CBA):
Classroom Based Assessments will provide students with the opportunities to demonstrate their
understanding and skills. It is a task that will cover a broad range of activities including oral
presentations, written work of different types, practical or designing and making activities, artistic
performance, scientific experiments, projects or other suitable tasks. Each subject will have two CBA’s
one at the end of 2nd year and the other before Christmas in 3rd year.

Grading of CBA’s:
Each CBA will be followed by a Subject Learning and Review (SLAR) meeting. This is where teachers will
compare their assessments of students work and ensure a common approach across the school that
align to a national standard.
From this meeting they will then grade the projects into:






Exceptional
Above Expectations
In Line with Expectations
Yet to meet Expectations
Not reported

The results of the CBA’s will be communicated to students and parents and a record kept in the school.
They will also feature on your child’s Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement (JCPA).

Assessment Task (AT)
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This is a written assessment that assesses what students have learned, and asks about skills that they
have developed, from their experience of having completed the second Classroom-Based Assessment.
The Assessment Task will be completed during class time under the supervision of the teacher and will
take place over two lesson periods. The AT script is sent, along with the final assessment at the end of
third year, to the State Examinations Commission (SEC) to be marked. It will account for up to 10% of
the state-certified examination and will be incorporated into the grade that a student receives for their
final SEC examination

Final Examination
The final examination will be:
● no longer than two hours in duration
● taken in a maximum of ten subjects only
● available at a common level apart from English, Mathematics and Irish where there will be
two levels (higher and ordinary).
● assessed by SEC using the following set of grades:
Distinction - 90 to 100 %
Higher Merit - 75 to 89%
Merit- 55 to 74%
Achieved - 40 to 54%
Partially Achieved - 20 to 39%

Levels English, Irish and Maths in second year will be offered at two levels, higher and ordinary, and
the externally assessed state certified exam will reflect this. The CBA in second year and third year will
be set at a common level. All other subjects in Junior Cycle are common level.

The Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement
The Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement will report on student achievements across a broad range of
areas of learning in Junior Cycle such as:


SEC examinations of subject results -90% written exam and 10% Assessment Task



Classroom Based Assessment (CBA) results



Other areas of learning (extra-curricular and co-curricular activities) e.g. School
Basketball/Football team, Student Council, Young Scientist Competition, School Musical and
Fundraising.
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Key Skills of Junior Cycle
The 8 Key Skills of the Junior Cycle aim to help students face the many challenges presented to them in
today’s world. They support learners in their personal, social and work lives. They are relevant to all
subject areas and they improve the learning experience. They are embedded in the curriculum through
the statements of learning and in curriculum specifications.
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Your School Timetable
Due to Covid-19 we have had to change our weekly timetable to reduce the amount of class changes
per day. Each student will be issued with a personalised timetable at their induction morning on
Monday 31st August. Typically, all students meet with their Year Head for registration and daily
announcements and any notes of absenteeism or medical appointments are shown to the Year Head at
this stage. There will be a 15m short break at 11.00 and a 40 break for lunch.

BOOK RENTAL INFORMATION
Bush Post Primary School operates a very successful book rental scheme which is available to all
students. This is a fantastic facility and of great assistance to parents in offsetting the ever increasing
expense of purchasing school books. Please ensure the following:

 As with all financial transactions in Bush Post Primary we work on a ‘cashless system’. Details of
‘Way to Pay’ system of payment can be found on the school website and a text message will be
sent to your mobile phone notifying you when the payments can be made.


BOOK RENTAL: This is included in the school contribution. This covers the rental of all your
child’s school books for the year and includes a Homework journal. All books will be distributed
during the induction days at the start of the first term. All books will be kept until exams in
Third Year. We would appreciate if you as parent would ensure that all these Text Books are
kept in good condition for the three years. Books which are lost or damaged beyond use must
be replaced by parent/student. The book scheme is available to all Junior and Senior Cycle
students.



LOCKER RENTAL: Locker rental is included in the school contribution. Students are not expected
to carry all their books around all day. Books can be organised before school begins, and during
lunch-time for the classes that follow.



HOMEWORK JOURNAL: It is the policy of the school to give homework daily. Every student will
be provided with a journal, which they must bring to every class. The purpose of the journal is:
a) For students to write down their homework. b) To keep parents informed of homework d) To
allow parents to communicate with teachers e) To provide a space to explain student’s
absences. Parents are asked to check the journals every night and sign each week.
The Year Head will check the journal regularly. Students are required to take this journal to all
classes. A note will be sent home if students fail to do homework. If this journal is lost during
the year then it can be replaced at a cost of €10.
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Proposed Contribution from Parents/Guardians for
Students 1st Year 2020/2021
LMETB School/College

Bush Post Primary School
Estimated Cost €140

Details
Book Rental / Teaching & Learning Materials /
Assessment Resources / Photocopying / Mock Papers

€80.00

Student Diary/Homework Journal

€7.00

PPAI – 24hour cover – 365 days

€8.50

Optional Subject Resources

€15.00

Lock, Locker Rental / Repairs

€4.00

Text to Parents / Postage

€5.50

Co-curricular and Extra- curricular activities

€20.00

Proposed Total Contribution Collected for 2020/2021

€140.00

ICT in Bush Post Primary School
Bush Post Primary School aims to integrate technology into the student experience and foster an
environment of support and modernisation. We hope to develop further the already positive attitude to
digital technology that exists in our school. School leadership will provide resources and cultivate a
supportive and collaborative teaching and learning environment for integrating technology as a
meaningful and effective part of the educational process. It is our intention that all students entering 1st
year will have their own digital device to assist with learning in the classroom. Mobile phones are not
considered a digital device that can be used to assist with learning in the classroom. Our remit is to
ensure that all students will leave our school as confident, creative and productive users of new
technologies, including ICT, and understand the impact of those technologies on society.
Digital devices will be used in the majority of subjects over the year so it is important that students
bring their digital devices with them each day fully charged.
Furthermore, Bush Post Primary School is considered a ‘Microsoft-school’ and as result all digital
devices used in school must use Microsoft Windows operating system. Below is a list of recommended
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digital devices that can be purchased locally and/or online, and criteria for digital devices to ideally
contain:
Recommended options for digital devices for 1st year student 2020:

Please note that this information and prices shown may change but is accurate at the end of May 2020
1. HP Stream 11-ak0501 11.6" Laptop - Intel® Celeron™, 32 GB eMMC - €239





Everyday: All-rounder for work and home
Windows 10 S
RAM: 2 GB / Storage: 32 GB eMMC
Battery life: Up to 13 hours

2. LENOVO IdeaPad S130 14" Laptop - Intel® Celeron®, 64 GB eMMC - €280





Everyday: All-rounder for work and home
Windows 10 S
RAM: 4 GB / Storage: 64 GB eMMC
Battery life: Up to 8 hours

3. HP Pavilion 14-ce0524 14" Laptop - Intel® Pentium™ Gold, 128 GB SSD - €389





Everyday: All-rounder for work and home
Windows 10 S
RAM: 4 GB / Storage: 128 GB SSD
Full HD display

4. Microsoft 10” Surface Go – 64GB - €459






Everyday: All-rounder for work and home
Small and light to carry
Windows 10 S
RAM: 4 GB / Storage: 64 GB eMMC
Full HD display

Credit Union Option to purchase a device
Please note your local credit union are offering financial support to parents/guardians through the
purchasing of student devices.
E.g. Microsoft 10” Surface Go – 64GB: Total cost €456 monthly cost is €14 x 36 Monthly Payments
Bush Post Primary School would also recommend insurance is taken out on all student devices to cover
the following:



Accidently damage
Liquid damage
10




Breakdown
Theft

Twilight Agreement for Metal Health

Digital Citenship Advice
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School Policies
Our important school policies can be accessed on our School Website which includes:


Admissions Policy,



Child Protection Procedures



Covid 19 Policy



Code of Behaviour and Discipline



Anti-Bullying Policy



Alcohol and Substance Mis-Use Policy



Anti-Smoking Policy



Homework Policy



Relationships and Sexuality Policy



Wellbeing Policy



Digital Learning and Acceptable Usage Policy



Complaints Policy.

The Role of School Prefects
A selected group of 20 School Prefects from 6th Year are committed to represent our school at official
events throughout the year and help in the day to day activities of Bush Post Primary School. They are
part of our Student Voice contributing to School Policy.
This group of student’s act as Mentors or Buddies to each of our new 1st Year students as they make
their transition to Secondary School.
Each prefect is appointed a small group of 1st Year students who they will connect with daily initially
and as the year progresses when needed. They can help answer any queries our 1st year students might
have, guiding them around the school and helping them with their new routines.
The Prefect Group will be meeting their 1st Year students on their first days in Bush Post Primary School
where they can create a positive relationship with each boy or girl in helping them adjust to their new
environment and adapt to the new expectations.
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School Uniform
The school uniform must be worn at all times when in school and when representing the school on all
school trips unless otherwise directed by Management. Failure to comply may result in withdrawal
from the outing.
Compulsory School Uniform which is available for purchase in McEvoys Department Store or Michael
Lynch Menswear in Dundalk

Girls

Boys

Navy Jumper with school crest

Navy Jumper with school crest

Pale blue shirt and striped tie

Pale blue shirt and striped tie

Blue tartan skirt

Grey school trousers

Black or navy socks/tights

Black or navy socks

Navy School Jacket with School Crest

Navy School Jacket with School Crest

Black or navy flat school shoes

Black shoes only - no white soled shoes or runners

PE Uniform – Tracksuit Compulsory
Our PE uniform supplier for 2020/2021 is DEFY and are located at 82 Park Street, Dundalk and are aopen
Monday – Saturday 12.00 – 7.00pm. Alternatively orders can be processed on line at
https://defy.ie/collections/bush-post-primary
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Jeans, hoodies or other non-school jackets and/or trainers are not allowed.
Students may wear one pair of stud earrings. No facial piercings are allowed. Students must not present
themselves with shaved, bleached or extreme styled or coloured hair. If they do, they will be sent home
to correct/alter any inappropriately presented hairstyles. In extreme cases the student in question may
be suspended, subject to the discretion of School Management.

Special Educational Needs Provision in Bush Post Primary:
The Special Educational Needs Department at Bush Post Primary comprises of SEN Teachers and
Learning Support Teachers. The SEN Department aims to ensure access for all Special Educational
Needs students to a broad, balanced, and relevant curriculum that offers development and
progression in their learning and experience. All students are to be accepted and respected like
all individuals regardless of ability, impairment, race or gender. The function and roles of teachers in
the SEN Department includes; teaching, assessing and profiling students with Special Educational
Needs, formulating and implementing education programmes, liaison, support to teachers, and
monitoring of students' progress.
The school will assess the special needs of students upon entry to the school and will reassess the
needs of students through their education study. The school will also assess its capacity to respond
adequately to those needs. Where a student’s condition or circumstances change in the course of their
education, a student may merit reassessment and re-evaluation of suitable provision.
The continuum of support framework is used to assess the level of support required and to identify
students’ educational needs to include academic, social, and emotional needs, as well as needs
associated with physical, sensory, language and communication difficulties.
The Continuum of Support suggests the following levels of support:

Stage One: Whole-school and Classroom Support for all
 Preventative and proactive approaches. Where students continue to present with significant

difficulties despite whole-school interventions (such as differentiated teaching or social skills
group), school support for some is initiated.

Stage Two: School Support for some
 Response to groups and individuals. Support at this level can take many forms, for example,

team-teaching, small group, inclusion in social skills groups.
14

Stage Three: School Support Plus-Support for a few
 Individualised and specialist support is needed.
 The individual support plan at this level is likely to be more detailed and

tailored to that

student's needs. It may involve longer-term planning and consultation.
Bush Post Primary’s SEN Department utilises and implements the NEPS Continuum of Support to
support all students at the Support for All, Support for Some, and School Support Plus through the
necessary screening and intervention practices

The Role of Home School Community Liaison Officer (HSCL)
The role of our Home School Community Liaison Officer is to support and work with parents to
strengthen the link between home, school and the community. It is also to encourage you, as parents
to feel part of our school community and be an essential partner in the education of your children. This
work will involve home visits, the provision of classes and talks for parents and providing opportunities
for parents to have a greater involvement in their school community. Home Visitation: The HSCL will
try to meet the parents of all first year students during the year to see how they are settling in and to
find out if they are happy in school. Meetings / Classes /Courses: There will be an information coffee
morning for parents of students of each first year class in the first term. Courses and classes will be run
for parents during the school year. Suggestions for new courses are always welcome. Ms. Olivia
Cosgrove can be contacted by phoning 042 9376953.

STUDENT SUPPORT TEAM
The Care Team meets on a weekly basis. This team consists of The Principal, Deputy Principal, the
Guidance Counsellor, The Home School Community Liaison officer (HSCL), the Learning Support coordinator, Wellbeing Co-ordinator . The Student Care Team discuss issues relating to the wellbeing of
our students. The student Care Team will then implement interventions needed.

Student ID Card
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Every student in Bush Post Primary will be issued with a Student ID card when they enrol in the school.
This ID card must be worn each day and every student must swipe their card each morning as they
enter the building to register their attendance online. A text message will be sent each day to one
parent/guardian before 10.00am notifying them of any unexplained absences. The Student ID card is
also linked to the school books and the ID card must be used for all food purchases in the canteen.
Replacement cards will cost €11.00 and usually takes 2/3 working days to print.

School Meals Programme
Every student in Bush Post Primary School can avail of a free breakfast every morning and a free lunch
as part of the School Meals Programme which is provided by the Department of Social Protection. To
promote healthy heating with students there is also a ‘grab and go’ fruit station at the front entrance
where students can avail of fresh fruit each morning.
Our canteen uses a cashless system and additional purchases can only be made using your student ID
card. Parent and Guardians can top up the student online purse and also monitor the food that is
purchased. Full details are available on the school website.

Extra-Curricular activities
The school recognises that extra-curricular activities play an important part in the development of
young people. They are especially important at first year level in establishing friendships and a good
team spirit. We would appreciate if you could encourage your children to take part. Extra-Curricular
activities range from GAA, Rugby, Soccer, Basketball, Athletics, Choir, Trad. Group, Green Schools
Committee. Students can register their interest during the first 2/3 weeks of term and most team
coaching sessions will take place after the school day. All extra-curricular activities unfortunately will
be postposed in the short term due to Covid-19.

After School Study
All students are given the opportunity to take part in our after school study programme. The
homework/study club runs from 4pm Monday/Tuesday and 3.25pm Wednesday/Thursday and finishes
at 5.25pm. Each centre will be supervised at all times by a teacher. The cost of study is €3
Monday/Tuesday and €4 Wednesday/Thursday and each student will receive a snack/refreshments
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before each study session begin. All monies must be paid via Way2Pay which you will receive a link via
a text message. We endeavour to make this facility as effective as possible, giving all students the
opportunity to benefit from a calm working environment.
Unfortunately the After Study Programme will be postposed in the short term due to Covid-19.
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