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We are delighted to introduce the first edition of our
School Newsletter 2015. In it we try and encapsulate
a flavour of the many excellent events and activities
that are part and parcel of life in Bush Post Primary
School. Our newsletter will act as a means of recording many of the spectacular achievements that sometimes may otherwise not be remembered, but yet are
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an integral part of life in our school.
Principal Sinead McDonnell
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Finally, we would like to wish all our students every success in their studies, especially our Junior and Leaving Certificate students who will be sitting their State Examinations in June. May we also wish all our students, staff, parents and the wider
community, a very happy new year in 2015.

Bush Post Primary celebrates 80 years
Bush Post Primary school celebrated 80 years in
excellence in education on Friday December
12th with the launch of a new book published
specifically to commemorate this historic event.
The handsome paperback book traces the history of the school from its humble beginnings over
Kearney’s store in 1937 with 22 pupils and four
teachers, to its current status as a thriving school
providing first class education in the Cooley peninsula to over 600 students.

Teacher Sinead O’Keefe
with Margaret Woods at the
launch of ‘80 Years of Bush’.

A ceremony was held in the school Gymnasium
to celebrate this special occasion A great evening of music and entertainment was had by all.
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Indoor Soccer
Tournament
The students of Bush Post
Primary took part in a lunch
time indoor soccer tournament which consisted of 6
teams with a huge interest
from the 3rd year boys in
particular. The final took
place in December and the
winning team are pictured
below. Well done to all involved.

International hockey star visits Bush

Charlotte Hartley with TY students
Charlotte Hartley, an International Hockey player who has
represented Great Britain at the
Olympic Games and Commonwealth Games, came to visit the
TY class on Wednesday last to
talk to them about the Sky
Sports ‘Living for Sport’ Programme.

The aim of this programme is to
use Sport Stars and Sport Skills
to improve the lives of thou-

sands of young people in
Great Britain and Ireland. It
does this by using sport as a
vehicle to help people think,
listen, speak up and helps
people work together. Charlotte outlined some of her
achievements and difficulties
on her way to the top of her
hockey career. She then took
the TY students over to the
sports hall where she gave a

BT Young Scientist 2015

master class in teambuilding games.
The
TY
students
gained a lot from
Charlotte’s story and a
fun afternoon was had
by all. To find out
more about this programme, please visit
https://
livingforsport.skysports.com/

The BT Young Scientist Exhibition took place on January curtains in your room, at a specified time, to allow the
7th in the RDS. Bush Post Primary was represented by morning sunshine ease your transition into the day.
four excellent groups.
Finally, David Finnegan and Stephen Gartlan, looked at
Three 2nd year students, Lillian O’Reilly, Ava O’Shaugh- people’s opinions regarding the compulsory nature of
nessy and Deborah Malone investigated the link between Irish in school.
intense training at a growth-spurt age and injury at senior
level GAA football. The girls are the first junior students Congratulations to all those who represented Bush at
from Bush Post Primary to compete at a national level in the BT Young Scientist competition this year and their
BTYSE. Their project was excellently presented by out hardworking teacher Ms McMahon.
three girls.
Lisa McCarragher, Caoilinn Dunne, and Chloe Finley, TY
students in Bush Post Primary investigated speech impairments within children with Down Syndrome. The girls collated their findings into a booklet which will provide advice and tips for parents of children with Down Syndrome.
Well done to all three TY students for their superb project.
Two TY boys focused their investigations on making
getting out of bed a whole lot easier with their new invention, ‘Rise and Shine’, created by innovators, Conor

Kenny and Adam Traynor. This device slowly opens the
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If bullied, tell your parents.
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Tell a trusted teacher,
counsellor, prefect, or
have your parents talk to

3

Happy Thought of the Month
“Fear is an illusion, understand
that and you will be free”

Mental Health Week
Ms Gillian and the TY class were
heavily involved in organising activities for Mental Health Week.
As part of the Young Social Innovators Project the TY students
organised a ‘Mood Booster
Week’. A wide variety of activities
were planned involving the whole
school. The idea is to show how
very simple activities can lift
mood and promote well-being.

The students got the opportunity
to experience the transformative
impact that sport, dance and play
can have. These activities included
a silent disco, a lunch time mile
walk and an inflatable in the sports
hall for all to enjoy. Alongside these
practical initiatives there were a
series of talks for students by mental health personnel.
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Supports: Text the word

‘Bully’ to 50101 (10am10pm)
Call Childlline1800 66 66 66
(24 hours) or The Samaritans
free phone on
116123
www.childline.ie

Home School Liaison Officer
Florence Gillian was appointed as
Home School Community Liaison
officer in September 2014, a new role
which she is thoroughly enjoying having spent 27 year in the classroom
teaching History and Religion. The
role of the Home School Community
Liaison Officer (HSCL) is one that
seeks to promote partnership between parents and teachers. The purpose of this partnership is to enhance
pupils’ learning opportunities and to
promote their retention in the education system. In addition, the HSCL
Scheme places great emphasis on
collaboration with the local community. As part of her role, Ms Gillian will
be organising parent classes to

Newly Appointed Home School
Liaison Officer Florence Gillian

commence later in the year. These
classes will range from first aid and
yoga to arts and crafts. If any parent
is interested in taking part in any of
these classes please contact the
school on Tel: 042 9376953 or email
fgillan.bpp@lmetb.ie

Bush Factor

Dance group Gravity; winners of Bush Factor 2015

Huge congratulations to
dance group Gravity for
coming first in Bush Factor
2015. In second place we
had joint winners of Adam
Traynor and Clodagh Morgan with their sensational
Irish dancing and Niamh
Rice for her beautiful rendition of Chasing Rubies. Well
done to Cian McKeever
who was awarded third
place for his rendition of
Hozier’s Take Me to Church.
Well done to all 9 finalists.
Thanks to all the teachers
involved in putting on this
production especially, Ms
Lynch, Mc McConnon, Mr
Malone, Ms McDonald, Ms
Cosgrove, Ms Fee & Ms
Slowey.

Niamh Rice

Adam Traynor and
Clodagh Morgan

Cian McKeever

Past Pupil Success

Ray Kelly with Eoghan Lafferty at
Bush Post Primary Awards Night

Past pupil Eoghan Lafferty has
been placed 2nd overall in the
Country in Leaving Certificate
Construction Studies. Mr. Kelly
was his teacher and gladly informed Eoghan of his incredible
achievement this week. He will
now travel to the National Student Awards in Galway which
will take place in GMIT on Saturday 7th March. At this ceremony, students and their teachers
will be acknowledged for their
achievements in the Technology
subjects state examination 2014.
This now completes a full circle
of teachers in the Technology
Dept. within Bush PP who have
all currently been teachers of
student's who have been awarded such accolades at National
Level.

Exam Prep
Company ‘Amazing Brains’ came to
the 6th years and gave a workshop
called ’5 steps to exam success’.
Their motto is ‘Believing in every
Learner’ and their mission is to
nurture students' intrinsic motivation for learning and help them understand that they truly have an
amazing brain. The students found
it very worthwhile and got great
tips for study planning and techniques to use in the coming
months.

Leaving Cert students participating in the Amazing Brains workshop

