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What pathway next

ÔLeaving C ertificate

ÔLeaving C ertificate Vocational Programme

ÔLeaving C ertificate Applied

ÔTransition Year



How to choose which course ð

Decision Time

Ô Your age ð17 for college

Ô Level of maturity ð

Ô Career Options ðwhat do I need?

Ô What I want to do ðwork experience

Ô What my parents/guardians would 

like to see me do

Ô Commitment to study ðLC 4/5 hours study in evening

Ô Out of school commitments - sports/music/clubs



How do I choose the right subjects that suit 
me??

ÔThere are lots of things to consider when choosing your subjects. 

Firstly look at your Junior Cert results/ class tests and find the 

subjects that you were best at. 

ÔChoosing subjects that you are best at will benefit you in 

choosing the highest grade possible for it in the leaving 

cert .

Ô Remember the vast majority of courses on offer through 

the CAO are based on points and points only so it is 

important that you maximise your chances of achieving 

these by choosing your leaving cert subjects wisely. 



Are there any subjects that I have to 
choose??

ÔUnless you are exempt from any subject like Irish for example and 

have this exemption in writing from the Department of Education 
and Skills, students must choose English, Irish and Maths i.e. known as the 

coresubjects.



Select one from the following

ÔLCVP Links ðpoints

ÔApplied Maths ðHL Maths

ÔPE- GCSE

ÔComputer Coding - Fetac



Subject Choice

ÔDesign and Communications Graphics  DCG - Practical

ÔEngineering Drawing - Practical

ÔFrench - language

ÔGeography - Practical

ÔHistory ðessay 

ÔHome Economics - Practical

ÔMusic ðPractical 

ÔPhysics - Science





Subject Choice

ÔAccountancy - Maths/Practical

ÔAgricultural Science -Practical

ÔApplied Maths

ÔArt ðArt History

ÔBiology - exam

ÔBusiness Studies - exam

ÔChemistry - exam

ÔConstruction Studies- Practical

Ô Links or Applied Maths or Computer Coding & Programming or PE



Are there any subjects that I have to 
choose??

ÔYou should consider the subjects you enjoyed most 

during the Junior Cert cycle . Taking an interest in a 

subject will greatly help to motivate you when it comes 

to studying and allows the information to stick in your 

mind more easily. 

Ô Make sure to include any subjects you might need for 

third level (either those specifically required for the 

course or those that might benefit your studies for that 

course eg , applied maths/physics for engineering or 

business/accountancy for Commerce etc.



Are there any subjects that are easier than 
others??

ÔThere is no such thing as an easy subject at Leaving Cert 

level. It depends entirely on the student and his or her 

attitude and aptitude in the particular subject area.



Consider the Practical element

ÔArt 62% practical 38% final exam

ÔConstruction 50% practical 50% final exam

ÔEngineering 50% practical 50% final exam

ÔDCG 40% practical 60% final exam

ÔHistory 20% project 80% final exam

ÔHome Economics 20% project 80% final exam

ÔGeography 20% fieldtrip 80% final exam



Where's your skills at?

Creative skills ðyou enjoy 

reading, creative writing, 

story-telling etc

English

History

Religious Education 



Mathematical Skills ðYou are good at 

logical thinking, numbers and figures.

ÔHigher level Maths

ÔPhysics

ÔAccounting

ÔApplied Maths



Scientific Skills ðyou enjoy collecting and 

analysing information and are good 

at memorising:

ÔChemistry

ÔBiology

ÔPhysics

ÔAgricultural Science

ÔGeography



Practical Skills ðYou enjoy making things, 

doing things and knowing how things work

ÔEngineering

ÔHome Economics

ÔConstruction studies

ÔTechnology

¶Design and Communication Graphics

(DCG)



Language skillsðyou have a facility to learn 

languages rather easily and enjoy learning 

about different cultures and civilisations

ÔIrish

ÔFrench

ÔSpanish



Social skills ðyou enjoy learning about 

society past and present) and the world 

around you:

¶History

ÔGeography



Business Skillsðyou enjoy learning about 

the business world and everything to do 

with it:

¶Business

ÔAccounting 



Artistic skills ðYou are talented and gifted in 

the arts and enjoy using your creativity:

ÔArt

ÔMusic

ÔHome Economics



Essential Subjects (or non -essential)

ÔYou donõt need Design and Communication

Graphics to become an Architect

ÔYou donõt need Engineering to be an Engineer

ÔYou donõt need Biology to be a Nurse

ÔYou donõt need Accountancy to become an

ÔAccountant

ÔYou donõt need Business to take a Management Degree

ÔYou donõt need a Modern Language for Primary School 

Teaching



If I donõt know what I want to study at 3rd

level, what subjects should I choose??

Ô If you are not sure what you wish to study later on then I 

suggest that you take a good mixture of subjects

Ô French

Ô Business

Ô Biology

Ô Construction

Ô Art



Minimum entry requirements: 

Minimum entry requirements: 

ÔA student is required to obtain a minimum of at 
least two H5õs and four ordinary level O6õs in the 
Leaving Cert in order to access a level 8 
(Honourõs degree) course. Level 6 (higher 
certificate) or level 7 (ordinary degree) courses 
requires a pass in five subjects to include Maths 
and English or Irish.



In addition:
Ô NUI Colleges (UCD, NUIG, UCC, Maynooth ) St. Angelaõs, Shannon College of 

Hotel Management and Royal College of Surgeons, require a pass in English, Irish 
and a third language . Maths is not essential for Law, Arts courses in NUIõs but will 
be necessary for Social Science as of 2017 .

Ô National College of Art & Design requires a pass in English, Irish, Maths and a third 
language or Art.

Ô University of Limerick and Trinity require passes in Maths, English and Irish or
another language.

Ô Mater Dei Institute of Education requires a pass in English, a language and Maths 
or Irish. 

Ô All other Colleges require a pass in Maths and Irish or English.



Subject Specific Requirements

¶Maths, English and Irish are essentialfor all teacher-training courses.

¶A H5 in Honours Irish is essentialfor all Primary teachingcourses.

¶A H4 in Honours Maths is essentialfor all Engineering Degreesalthough

severalcollegesallow studentswho havenot reachedthe minimum maths

grade in their leavingcertificate maths examto sit thecollegeôsown maths

examfollowing the leaving cert in order to accessoneof their engineering

courses(DCU, NUI Maynooth etc).



NUI Language Requirement

ÔNB - The NUI universities have removedthe language

requirementfor all core engineering,science(including

social scienceas of 2015in UCD) and nursing courses.

The languagerequirementremainshoweverfor all other

subjectsareaswithin theNUI.





CAO points table 2017

ÔA candidate calculates his/her points based on his/her 

best six subjects in one sitting . 

ÔA candidate may not combine his/her points from more 
than one sitting. The six subjects used need not be those used by the 

applicant to meet the basic entry requirement or the course 

requirement. 

ÔCandidates are now awarded 25 bonus points for HL Maths provided 

the candidate achieves a H6 or higher. So for example a student that 

receives a H6 in HL Maths will now receive 71points.



Points System


